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antipathies seem to play no part in the formation of his opinions.
He had a thoroughly British suspicion of foreigners. On
January 30, 1815, he writes to Lord Bathurst: 'I beg you will
not give any money at present to any of the Continental
Powers. The poorer they are kept, the better, to keep them
from quarrelling.1 After Napoleon's fall, he sincerely desired
peace. The Austrian Minister Gentz, speaking of the Congress
of Vienna, says: 'England wished for peace, peace before every-
thing, peace—I am sorry to say it—at any price and almost on
any conditions.' In foreign affairs Castlereagh had considerable
merit. He was, however, an important member of one of the
worst and most cruel governments with which England has ever
been cursed, and deserves his full share of reprobation on this
account. It is psychologically surprising that this cold precise
mind succumbed finally to a form of madness leading to suicide.
Greville rightly says that his 'great feature was a cool and deter-
mined courage, which gave an appearance of resolution and con-
fidence to all his actions, and inspired his friends with admiration
and excessive devotion to him, and caused him to be respected by
his most violent opponents.' In his correspondence as Foreign
Secretary it is surprising to find with what authority he can write
to ambassadors without causing resentment; even the Duke of
Wellington is not above receiving instructions from him. But
although, as Greville says, those who were brought into close
contact with him by their work were devoted to him, his colour-
less personality could not inspire any widespread enthusiasm.
This also appears from what Greville says about the news of
his death: <When I got to town I met several people who had
all assumed an ak of melancholy, a visage de circonstance, which
provoked me inexpressibly, because it was certain that they did
not care; indeed, if they felt at all, it was probably rather
satisfaction at an event happening than sorrow for the death of
the person.' A vain man would not like to know that this was to
be his epitaph, but I doubt whether Lord Castlereagh would
have minded.
Of the important personages at the Congress of Vienna, the
only one remaining is Talleyrand, who represented Louis XVTII
and the interests of Bourbon France. Born in 1754, of a family
of the highest French aristocracy, he had time, after he grew
up, to enjoy the antien regime, and always maintained after-
wards that those bom too late for this did not know the true
delight of living. Owing to an accident in early childhood, he

